How to apply to the Tuberous Sclerosis Association Support Fund
What is the Support Fund? (previously called the Benevolent Fund)
The Fund is a pot of money that the TSA puts aside to help people with Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC) who need financial help.
Who can apply?

· Anyone who has TSC or their parent or carer.

· Please contact your local TSC adviser before completing and sending in this form because they may be able to help you get other funding and assist with completing your application. They will be sent a copy of your application. Their contact details are enclosed.

Do I have to be a member of the TSA to apply?
· The TSA encourages applicants to become members of the Association . If you find this difficult, speak to your TSC adviser about getting the fee waived. 
· Please send in your membership application form with this application (can be downloaded from www.tuberous-sclerosis.org; or phone Diane Sanson, Support Services Coordinator on 0121 445 6970

How much can I ask for and how often? 
· The maximum amount is £400
· No more than £800 can be given to one person in five years
· Only one application to the Support Fund is allowed each year
· Occasionally, due to limited funds, we may only be able to help with part of the costs. If funding from elsewhere has been agreed we will need to see evidence of this before making the award. 
· The Support Fund has £5200 a year to cover all applications and runs from April to April.
What the fund can’t help with

· Car repairs or car purchase. (Help with deposits for mobility vehicles may be made but only in exceptional circumstances).
· Anything the local authority or health service should provide.
What other information do I need to send with my application? 

· You need to provide as much information as possible about the cost of the item you are asking for. For example:-

· If requesting an award to purchase an item: include copies of quotes/an invoice/photocopy of page in catalogue/advertising flyer. 

· If asking for assistance towards the costs of accommodation (e.g. to enable you to attend a hospital appointment or a conference) state how much will the hotel cost per night, for how many people and for how many nights. A quote from the Hotel will be helpful 

What else should I do?
· When possible, particularly when a more expensive award is applied for, contact other sources of funding (such as local trusts and charities) to share the costs. 
· If you are asking for more than £100 ask a professional (e.g. social worker, therapist, doctor) to support your application by filling in the Professional Reference Form. Unfortunately TSC Advisers cannot provide a professional reference.
· Send both forms in at the same time to Diane Sanson, TSA, PO Box PO Box 12979, Barnt Green, Birmingham B45 5AN

When will I hear?
· A group of decision makers will usually make a decision within 28 days. If it is more urgent than this make sure you say so on the form.
· You will receive a letter from the Support Services Committee informing you of the decision.
· If you are successful a receipt or invoice is usually needed before a cheque is sent out to you.

Confidentiality

Details that could identify you or your family are not given to the fund’s decision makers who see a shortened version of your application with names and addresses removed. Your full application is only seen by TSA support services staff.
TSA Support Fund Application Form (Part 1)
1. About the person with Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC)

	Name


	

	Date of Birth


	

	Address:


	

	Telephone (home)


	

	Telephone (mobile)


	

	E-mail:


	


2.  FORMCHECKBOX 

Application for less than £100
3.  FORMCHECKBOX 

Application for over £100 
Have you included a reference from a professional? 
Yes 
( 
 
Declaration: 
All the details that I have provided on this form are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I understand failure to disclose full details could invalidate my application. I give consent to the TSA for the collection and use of my personal information. 
Name…………………………………………….
Signed …………………………………………..

Date………………………………………………
TSA Support Fund Application Form (Part 2)
1. Have you contacted your local TSC adviser?  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 
(If no, please do so before completing this form). Contact details are enclosed or available on our website:  www.tuberous-sclerosis.org/staff 

Please tell us which TSC Adviser you contacted and what they have said?
	


2. Please tell us how TSC affects you (or the person with TSC if applying on their behalf)
	


3. If you are applying on behalf on someone with TSC 

	Your Name 
	
	Your relationship to the person with TSC
	

	Your address

(if different from above)
	

	Contact numbers
	Home:

Mobile:
	Email address
	


4. How will this award help?
	


5. How much do you need?  (Your application may be delayed or refused if we do not have enough information. We may need to ask a TSC adviser to contact you if any other information is required.) Please see the guidance notes “what other information do I need to send”. 
	


6. When do you need the money by? 

	


7. How will the person with TSC benefit?

	


8. Have you asked your local authority, the NHS, Social Services or other grant giving bodies to pay for it or provide it? 
Yes  ( No  (


Please tell us who you have contacted and what they have said, particularly if you have been told that you are not eligible.

	


Financial details
9. Please list ALL benefits currently received by family members in your household. This helps us to understand your situation; to identify possible alternative funding options; and we may be able to see if there are additional monies to which you may be entitled.
	


10.  Are there any unusually large living expenses related to the person’s TSC?

	


Please send your completed application form to:

Diane Sanson, TSA, PO Box 12979, Barnt Green, Birmingham B45 5AN

	TSA Support Fund Professional reference (Part 3)




1. About the person with Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC)

	Name 


	
	Date of birth
	
	Male      (
Female  (

	Address


	

	Contact numbers
	Home:

Mobile:
	Email address
	


2. Please tell us how TSC affects them

	


3. How will they benefit from a grant from the Support Fund?
	


4. What is your relationship to the person with TSC?

	


5. How long have you known them?

	


6. Have you discussed/assisted with alternative funding that might be available?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
(please provide details below)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

. 

	


7. Your details (we may need to contact you)
	Name 


	
	Job title
	

	Address


	

	Contact number
	
	Email address
	


Signed …………………………………………..

Date……………………

Please send your completed application form to:

Diane Sanson, TSA, PO Box 12979, Barnt Green, Birmingham B45 5AN
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